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world of politics in 2008, serving on Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton’s Presidential 
campaign. 

The life and accomplishments of Ger-
aldine Ferraro opened the doors of 
American politics and the hearts and 
minds of thousands of women seeking 
to make a difference. She was an inspi-
ration to me and thousands of women 
considering the challenge of a future in 
politics and government. Our country 
will always be grateful for her leader-
ship. She will surely be remembered for 
her unique leadership, and her belief 
that, ‘‘America is the land where 
dreams can come true for all of us.’’ 

f 

1-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF HEALTH 
REFORM LAW 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
President, as we pass the 1-year anni-
versary since health care reform was 
signed into law, I rise to recognize how 
much it has benefitted thousands in 
my State. South Dakotans now have a 
fair shake when it comes to buying 
health coverage and increased protec-
tions from some of the worst abuses of 
the health insurance industry. 

I have heard from far too many who 
thought they were protected by their 
health insurance, only to find they 
faced arbitrary annual or lifetime lim-
its on benefits. Some were even 
dropped entirely from their coverage 
when they needed it the most. Health 
reform has already put an end to these 
practices, and is giving hard-working 
Americans the security of reliable cov-
erage. 

Commonsense changes that had been 
supported by Republicans and Demo-
crats in Congress for years are also 
now in effect. Children are no longer at 
risk for being denied coverage due to a 
preexisting condition like asthma or 
diabetes. Young adults are now able to 
stay on their parent’s health care plan 
until age 26, extending coverage as 
many transition from education to the 
workforce. 

Over 129,000 South Dakota seniors are 
already seeing improvements to Medi-
care, including eliminated copayments 
for preventive care like immunizations 
and annual wellness visits. Last year 
over 11,945 Medicare beneficiaries in 
our State reached the gap in prescrip-
tion drug coverage, known as the donut 
hole, and received a one-time $250 re-
bate to help pay for prescriptions. 
These beneficiaries will continue to re-
ceive deep discounts until the donut 
hole is completely closed in the years 
ahead. 

Health reform also expands Medicare 
beneficiaries’ access to care by pro-
viding a 10-percent Medicare bonus 
payment for primary care providers 
and for general surgeons practicing in 
health professional shortage areas. It 
also puts in place important changes to 
our health care delivery system to en-
sure we are paying for the quality of 
patient care and health outcomes, 
rather than quantity of tests and pro-
cedures performed. 

Not only has this law benefited 
South Dakotans, but these improve-
ments have taken place without harm-
ing our economic recovery. Since the 
President signed the Affordable Care 
Act into law a year ago, the economy 
has grown at an average rate of 2.7 per-
cent, and nearly 1.4 million private sec-
tor jobs have been created. 

As Congress looks for ways to get our 
deficit in line, the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office recently esti-
mated that reform will reduce the def-
icit by a total of $210 billion over the 
next 10 years and by more than $1 tril-
lion over the next 20 years. 

We must be realistic about this law 
in that it cannot fix all the problems 
with our health care delivery system 
overnight. But I supported reform to 
give our Nation the best chance at im-
proving the system while reigning in 
costs. There is room for improvements, 
and if there is a good idea out there, I 
want to hear it. 

What we cannot afford, however, is to 
turn back the clock on all the improve-
ments the American people have seen 
in the last year, and will continue to 
experience as this law is fully imple-
mented in the coming years. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOE ANTONIO 
SILVERSMITH 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
President, the Navajo Code Talkers 
were a small group of marines who con-
tributed to the American victory in the 
Pacific during World War II. Their lan-
guage and their bravery made victory 
possible and helped save Allied sol-
diers’ lives. 

These Navajo warriors have one less 
man among their ranks today. My 
home State of New Mexico and the 
Navajo Nation lost a great man on Feb-
ruary 28, 2011, when Joe Antonio Sil-
versmith passed away at the age of 86. 
I would like to take a few moments to 
honor Mr. Silversmith’s memory and 
his service to our country. 

In 1943, as a young man of only 18, 
Mr. Silversmith heeded the call of duty 
and enlisted in the 297th Marine Pla-
toon. He served in the South Pacific 
until 1946. 

Mr. Silversmith and the 45,000 other 
Native Americans who enlisted to serve 
our country in World War II had only 
been recognized as citizens of the 
United States for 17 years when World 
War II began. Approximately 400 of 
these men, including Mr. Silversmith, 
served as Code Talkers—turning their 
native language into a powerful code, 
unbreakable by the Japanese. 

In 2001, Mr. Silversmith finally re-
ceived the recognition he deserved for 
his heroic World War II service when he 
and his fellow Code Talkers received 
the Congressional Gold Medal. 

For Mr. Silversmith, his service to 
others did not end with his military ca-
reer. A man of strong personal faith, he 
eventually became a full-time minister 
after returning to New Mexico. 

For those who knew him, Mr. Silver-
smith’s devotion to his flocks—dem-

onstrated through his dedication to his 
congregation and, more literally, his 
love of herding of sheep—will be re-
membered fondly. 

A man of courage, a hero to his fam-
ily and the American people, and a role 
model to young Navajos, Mr. Silver-
smith stood up for his ideals. He en-
couraged those he knew to pursue their 
dreams, but to never forget their roots. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Sil-
versmith, his fellow Code Talkers, and 
all those who have sacrificed in service 
to our country. Let’s honor Mr. Silver-
smith by heeding his advice to keep 
our roots close to our hearts while 
striving to achieve our own lofty goals 
for the widest influence of good. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
WESTMINSTER, COLORADO 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 100th anniversary 
of the city of Westminster that lies 
along Colorado’s Front Range. The city 
of Westminster will observe this sig-
nificant milestone on April 4, 2011. 

Westminster is the seventh most pop-
ulous city in the State of Colorado. It 
has had a rich history since the first 
homesteaders arrived in 1870, shortly 
after the discovery of gold in the South 
Platte River Valley. The Land Act of 
1862 encouraged many settlers to make 
Colorado their home instead of heading 
on to California. 

The population of the town gradually 
increased over several decades, and by 
1910, public services such as water ac-
cess were needed to support the com-
munity. The village of Harris, named 
after C.J. Harris, was incorporated as 
the town of Westminster, CO, on April 
4, 1911, by a citizen vote of 29 in favor 
and 6 opposed. The town was named for 
Westminster University, which was 
built in the 1890s on Crown Point. 

The town of Westminster continued 
to grow and soon became the center for 
some of the largest apple and cherry 
orchards in the country. Northwest of 
Denver, Westminster remained a quiet 
rural town until the 1950s when the 
Colorado State Highway Department 
constructed the Denver-Boulder Turn-
pike, bisecting Westminster and con-
tributing to the town’s growth. 

A 21-member charter Westminster 
convention was elected to draft and re-
view a new charter, which was ap-
proved by voters in January of 1958. 

Providing a safe and adequate water 
supply has been at the forefront of 
Westminster’s growth since incorpora-
tion. The town took a proactive ap-
proach to dealing with the commu-
nity’s rapid growth by creating the 
Growth Management Plan in 1977 that 
called for allocating service commit-
ments as a method to manage water 
and other key resources. 

Westminster has balanced growth 
with the establishment of an open 
space program. In 1986, the town sought 
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to implement this approach and pre-
serve and protect natural areas and 
beautiful vistas that contribute to the 
unique character of the city. Today, 32 
percent of its land is open space and 
green space and the town has created 
more than 83 miles of multi-use trails. 

Westminster’s first 100 years are rich 
in history with monumental mile-
stones that have made it the commu-
nity it is today. I want to congratulate 
the city of Westminster as it celebrates 
its centennial anniversary. I look for-
ward to helping Westminster continue 
to thrive as it sets out to make history 
in the next 100 years.∑ 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF OGLALA 
LAKOTA COLLEGE 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
President, I wish to speak today to 
honor the 40th anniversary of the 
founding of the Oglala Lakota College. 
In a society where education has been 
the cornerstone for generations, the 
Oglala Lakota College has been pro-
viding students with a high quality 
education in Indian Country for dec-
ades. Graduates have gone on to be ex-
traordinary community and profes-
sional leaders working to improve the 
lives of all those around them. 

The Oglala Lakota College, 
headquartered in Kyle, SD, first opened 
its doors in 1971 with the goal of bring-
ing hope to the people on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation—home of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe. This small college 
was a great risk when it began, as it 
was one of the first tribally owned and 
operated colleges in the United States, 
but the founders believed in the impor-
tance of bringing education to Indian 
country. Although the name of the 
school has changed, throughout the 
years the idea that the benefit of high-
er education is of vital importance to 
the community has stayed constant. 
Since its inception, the Oglala Lakota 
College has expanded course offerings 
to establish online courses and sat-
ellite classes, providing easier accessi-
bility to students. 

From the very beginning, the Oglala 
Lakota College faced challenges: The 
faculty and students worked and stud-
ied in old building basements, worked 
around kitchen tables, and used old 
trailers as makeshift classrooms. The 
college finally moved to a group of gov-
ernment surplus buildings. Despite an 
environment ill-suited for education, 
the students and professors triumphed 
under the challenging circumstances, 
and today provide hope for the future 
of the students. 

In 1991, after years of educators striv-
ing to provide an education in a dif-
ficult learning environment, the school 
began a 10-year capital campaign to 
construct new buildings for the stu-
dents. 

In 2005 and 2009, the Oglala Lakota 
College received grants from the 
Labor, Health Human Services and 
Education Appropriations Sub-
committee to assist funding recruit-

ment, curriculum development, and 
program infrastructure for the nursing 
degree offered by the Oglala Lakota 
College. More than 40 percent of grad-
uates work at Indian Health Services 
hospitals, making the Oglala Lakota 
College the primary tribal college pro-
ducer of health care providers for the 
Indian Health Service. In addition, in 
the past decade, Oglala Lakota College 
has received several grants to improve 
the learning environment on its cam-
puses. 

The Oglala Lakota College has grown 
considerably since starting as a small 
community college. Today it is a thriv-
ing campus offering baccalaureate de-
grees—including a master’s degree in 
Lakota leadership. Under the guidance 
of my good friend, President Tom 
Shortbull, the Oglala Lakota College 
increased its enrollment to 1,400 stu-
dents, a record number of students fo-
cusing on their goal to further their 
education. 

I congratulate the great legacy and 
triumphs over adversity of the Oglala 
Lakota College on the occasion of its 
40th anniversary and commend the 
work and commitment, past and 
present, of the administrators, faculty, 
alumni and students. I wish them well 
in the upcoming year of observances 
and celebrations.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JUDGE M. BLANE 
MICHAEL 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
today I wish to pay tribute to a West 
Virginian who was an exacting and 
thoughtful judge, a committed father, 
and a treasured friend. Blane Michael, 
a Federal judge for the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, passed 
away over the weekend. 

There are some people whose lives 
transcend biographies and are so richly 
varied and important that trying to 
capture their essence in a few brief re-
marks is impossible. Blane Michael 
was that kind of person. And although 
I am unlikely to do his life justice with 
these short remarks, I felt it was im-
portant for the Senate to hear about 
this great individual. 

Honest and humble to his core, Blane 
committed himself to public service. 
Born February 17, 1943, in Charleston, 
SC, he grew up on a pastoral farm in 
Grant County, WV—a quiet spot 
tucked away in the mountains of the 
State that he left for the first time 
when he went to law school. 

A 1965 graduate of West Virginia Uni-
versity and a 1968 graduate of New 
York University School of Law, Blane 
worked for a time at a New York law 
firm, and then as an assistant U.S. at-
torney for the Southern District of 
New York. But like many young people 
who have left our State to pursue edu-
cation, employment or other opportu-
nities, he heard the call to return home 
and give back to his State, and the peo-
ple who helped form his foundation for 
public service. 

In 1972, he returned to West Virginia 
with his glorious wife Mary Anne, who 

grew up in Shinnston, WV. After work-
ing as a special assistant U.S. attorney 
for the Northern District of West Vir-
ginia and later opening a private prac-
tice, his path first crossed mine—and 
my life is forever better because of it. 

From 1977 to 1980, Blane served as 
special counsel during my first term as 
Governor of West Virginia. He was a 
young lawyer at the time, in his early 
thirties, but he was intelligent, ethical, 
and extraordinarily hardworking. Most 
importantly, he understood the impor-
tance of using his legal skills in service 
to, and for the betterment of, his fellow 
citizens. During those years, I came to 
know quickly that his sight was trans-
fixed on the common good—and for 
that reason, his judgment and wisdom 
were something I valued immensely 
and sought out often, well beyond my 
years as Governor. 

In 1981, Blane returned to private 
practice where he continued to solidify 
his reputation as a skilled lawyer and a 
person of intellectual and moral depth. 
I was fortunate during that time that 
he was willing to serve as manager for 
two of my campaigns for United States 
Senate. Always true to his work ethic, 
he continued to maintain a full-time 
legal practice while performing cam-
paign duties during his lunch breaks 
and on the weekends. 

He was nominated by President Bill 
Clinton for a seat on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit on Au-
gust 6, 1993, and was confirmed by the 
Senate on September 30, 1993. As an ap-
peals court judge, he later said that he 
was lucky to have the one job he had 
wanted from the time he was a young 
attorney. 

During his 17 years on the Federal 
bench, he was a formidable presence 
whose record of service speaks to who 
he was as a person—tough when he had 
to be, and always fair and honest. With 
a moral and intellectual compass set 
hard for justice, Blane was a brilliant 
judge who never took for granted the 
power and the responsibility of decid-
ing the cases that impacted people’s 
lives. Time and again, he spoke for 
those without a voice and protected 
the rights that we as Americans hold 
so dear. 

He artfully interwove the complexity 
of the law with the practical results of 
his decisions always taking cases at 
their face value. And, when the issue 
required it, Blane acted as a counter-
weight to some of the most conserv-
ative judges in the country—judges 
who also would come to respect and ad-
mire him and, on certain cases that 
called for righting serious wrongs, join 
him. 

Blane Michael’s death is a tremen-
dous loss to our Nation, our State, and 
anyone whose life he touched. For me, 
his was the kind of deep, easy compan-
ionship that helps sustain you and re-
mains with you always. 

His contributions were immense, his 
dedication to justice and doing what is 
right was unmatched, and for that, he 
will be sorely missed. My prayers are 
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